Five sites I’ve evaluated:

1. I took a look at a couple of sites that I have my students use. I can always judge navigation ease by having some younger children try things out. I love Starfall (http://www.starfall.com) because it’s easy on the eye and easy to navigate. I have to look at some things from the viewpoint of a non-reader or low-level reader, and Starfall is a site that has nice graphics in addition to words for students to click on. Content aside, it’s easy for the kids to find their way around, even to guide other students to various books or games. The colors are pleasing and soothing to the eye, and the graphics are perfectly appropriate for young readers. For children, this site is a good one in terms of design.

2. I then took a look at another site my students use:  Nick Jr. http://www.nickjr.com/index.jhtml). I HATE the way this site is designed. Design at this level should take the audience into consideration, and it seems that the designers only considered the parent. Perhaps they believe the parents always sit down with the younger kids to surf the net, but this isn’t so. It’s difficult for the non-reader or low-level reader to figure out what to click on. The site is too busy for the kids, and the videos are distracting. They invariably click on videos for parents or get to the shopping portion of it because they see a picture they like and click on it. There should be a portal for kids, and then a link to a separate portal for parents. The load time for many of the activities is WAY too long, and kids get frustrated while they wait. This could be a great site if the designers would sit down with their main target audience and watch them try to use the site. They’d get a lot of input and knowledge about how kids surf the web and what they need to help them be successful in finding information.

3. After surfing kids’ sites, I moved on to more grown-up things that I actually use a lot. I have to visit our state’s DOE web site and separate standards web site a lot, and both of them drive me crazy because I cannot find the information I need. First of all, why should our standards be on a separate web site from our DOE web site? Shouldn’t they be together? I don’t understand this. The links are   http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ and http://www.georgiastandards.org. Both sites look sophisticated and pleasing to the eye, but when you’re trying to find information on them, it becomes apparent that you have to already have a certain knowledge about how things are laid out in order to navigate them. The first-time user will find them confusing. I can only imagine how parents get lost on these sites trying to find out what their children are learning or how their schools are performing. They try to include good navigation tools like site index searches, but some functions of these searches do not work, or do not work like they’re supposed to. And these sites have both just been re-designed in the past year with supposed new content and improved navigation tools. In my opinion, they still need some work to be more user-friendly.
4. Okay, now to the fun. I googled “horrible web site” and found this one: http://www.yvettesbridalformal.com/. It gives me a headache from both the design structure (or lack thereof) and the loud music. The picture is kind of baffling, too. What does it have to do with the product being sold? The text boxes are nice, but there are too many of them! And every one is a different color, both in background and font. There are also different languages. Maybe that’s good, or maybe not? The background looks as if the text monster fairy went wild one night. Too much! Also, it scrolls down forever. The dresses are nice, but there has to be another way to showcase the gowns. In terms of layout, it’s just too much of everything at once! Once I finally had the courage to click links on this page, it was more of the same. Busy busy busy backgrounds and frantic music. It overwhelmed the message being conveyed. Or was that the message being conveyed? I don’t know. There are many pictures on these pages that have nothing to do with the message, and are puzzling to me as to why they’ve been chosen. If you’re bored, go check out the site. Be amazed and appalled at the same time.
5. My final one I evaluated was Edutopia. I love Edutopia's web site (http://www.edutopia.org/). It's pleasing to look at, and the drop-down menus make it easy to navigate. The inclusion of videos makes it a little more interactive than just text alone. The links are clearly marked so you can find blogs if you want, or subscribe. It is attractive, soothing, entertaining, educational, and yet not distracting at all. Perfect example of how to create a good web site. Fonts are easy to read, and menus are strategically placed, along with more links at the bottom of the page.
